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’Tis the Season …
to Decorate
The holiday season is about the only time we can indulge our decorating
fantasies. Whether your dream décor is over the top or simple and elegant, the
following will give you ideas to make your holiday fantastic.
 Pinterest (http://pinterest.com/) is a great source for inspiration and home
for the latest design trends. For example, during Halloween, we saw
painted pumpkins (even gold-leafed) used as flower centerpieces. For
Christmas and Hanukkah, we’ll see more clever ideas for reimagining and
repurposing holiday décor items.

A POS Managed
Care Plan Can Be a
More Flexible Option
While you may know of health maintenance
organizations (HMOs) and preferred provider
organizations (PPOs), do you know what
point-of-service (POS) plans are all about
and how they work?
Here are some basics to help you decide if a
POS plan is for you:

 The DIY trend continues: Make your own Christmas ball garland by
stringing your favorite ornaments on fish line, twine or ribbon. It works
beautifully on your fireplace mantle or stair railing (but don’t forget to
leave spaces for hand holds).

POS is another type of managed health
insurance plan, and it combines facets of
both PPOs and HMOs to give you what
many believe is greater choice.

 Last year the emphasis was on mercury glass, but this year there’ll be a
reversion back to natural materials that focus on a central theme such as a
classic winter wonderland.

Like PPOs, you have access to a network of
preferred providers and you are required to
contact network providers first.

 Consider clusters of beribboned ornaments on tabletops and use flameless
candles and strings of lights to brighten up darker corners.

It is also recommended that you select a
personal physician from network members.
This doctor will effectively oversee your care
and provide for all your medical needs. As
well, he or she can refer you to other
members of the network or outside it as
required.

 Advent calendars are making a comeback – in an unexpected and fun way.
Stretch a string across your fireplace and hang 24 numbered and
handmade paper cones containing small gifts and candies. The kids can
pull off one a day from December 1 to 24.

With POS plans, you don’t have a deductable
provided you visit a provider from the
network, but you will pay a small amount for
each visit.
If you go to an out-of-network doctor, you’ll
pay a deductible that may be higher than with
other plans.
If you are in the market for a health
insurance plan, it’s important to do your
research before making a commitment. Your
insurance professional will lead you through
the different types of plans, and he or she
will also have the latest information on the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.
Learn as much as you can about the plans
available. Your health is worth it.
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Life insurance can be an important
component of a financial plan, but what
kind you choose and how much you
purchase depends on your individual
financial circumstances.

likely want the policy to last as long
as you have dependents. It’s a
guessing game, but your advisor can
help you make it less so.


Think about what you can afford, but
don’t leave yourself underinsured.
Because whole life insurance is often
more expensive than term life, many
people purchasing whole life buy too
little.



Be a savvy buyer. It’s always a good
idea to buy insurance when you’re
young and healthy, because rates will
usually rise for older individuals and
those who are in less than optimal
health.

Here are six factors to consider when
thinking about life insurance:






Consider whether you need life
insurance in the first place. You
generally purchase life insurance in
order to protect the people you leave
behind. Consider other reasons to
buy life insurance than for just your
family.
If you do need life insurance, consider
which kind you need. Life insurance
policies fall into one of two camps:
Pure term policies and whole life
policies. Pure term offers life
insurance coverage only: You pay a
premium and the policy pays your
beneficiaries a certain amount when
you die. Whole life combines term
policies with an investment product to
build cash value.
Consider what term will meet your
needs. For example, you’ll most



Always tell the truth when you apply
for coverage; if you don’t disclose all
relevant factors and then make a
claim, the insurance company will
investigate, deny the claim and likely
cancel your policy.

Life insurance is no place to skimp. By
consulting with your advisor before you
purchase a plan, you’ll ensure that you
have just the right amount of insurance for
your needs.

This newsletter and any information contained herein are intended for general informational purposes only and should not be
construed as legal, financial or medical advice. The publisher takes great efforts to ensure the accuracy of information
contained in this newsletter. However, we will not be responsible at any time for any errors or omissions or any damages,
howsoever caused, that result from its use. Seek competent professional advice and/or legal counsel with respect to any matter
discussed or published in this newsletter. This newsletter is not intended to solicit properties currently for sale.

Just wanted to take
the opportunity to
Thank everyone for
a great 2012 and
looking forward to
a great 2013…
I wish you all,
Friends, Family and
Clients a GREAT
NEW YEAR
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