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Everyone Is Going
‘Pinsane’ Over Pinterest
If you've picked up a newspaper, surfed or watched TV recently, you've
probably heard about Pinterest – the online photo pinboard and community.
The new social media kid on the block is growing so quickly that its
popularity has been touted as “Pinsanity.”
The moniker for its success is well deserved; the site has more than 11 million
unique visitors, and it's growing. It gets more referral traffic than YouTube,
Linkedin and Google+. The demographics of the site are interesting too. Most
of its users are young women.
But what's the appeal? Think of it as an online scrapbook or inspiration board
– minus time spent rifling through magazines and newspapers and cutting and
pasting. You can share pins, re-pin from others and organize your boards by
themes such as food, travel, home decor and personal style. Users can pin
items from websites they like using “Pin It” buttons on their browsers.
In the wake of Pinterest’s success, many large corporations are developing
their own Pinterest presence. Nordstrom, HGTV, ModCloth, General Electric
and Whole Foods Market are among the brands currently using the site. Small
businesses also can make use of it to unveil new items or advertise a service.
There may be a fly in the ointment, however. Some web watchers have
concerns over copyright violations, although the legal community believes
Pinterest, like YouTube and Facebook, is protected by U.S. legislation, as
long as it responds quickly to copyright complaints.

Guard Your Personal
Information From
Would-Be Thieves
The really bad thing about identity theft is
not simply that your personal information has
been stolen; it’s that the thief is using that
information for his or her own gain at your
expense.
It’s not just your credit card that’s at risk.
Hackers can access your Social Security
number, medical records, date of birth,
driver’s license number, even your eye color.
The identity thief can start new credit card or
bank accounts using your name; he can
combine your information with his own to
create a completely new identity. Thieves
also can use your medical information for
fraudulent purposes or assume your identity
if they are arrested or caught speeding.
The good news is that just as your
information can be misused, there are ways
to prevent it from happening.
One way thieves get their information is by
dumpster diving – gaining access to your
mail in the trash. For example, a thief can
sign up for a credit card in your name using
the application form from discarded mail
offers. Shred all important documents, even
those annoying credit card solicitations.
There also are companies that can remove
your name from solicitations’ lists.
Keep important documents, including your
birth certificate and passport, in a safety
deposit box. Don’t carry your Social Security
card or checkbook with you.
Lastly, make sure your computer security
software and firewalls are up to date.
Encrypting files and using passwordprotected documents will give you added
protection. When shopping online look for
https:// in web addresses. The “s” signifies a
secure link.
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NEWS YOU CAN USE
A Home Inventory Can Save Time and Money
Whether you are a home owner or a
renter, having an up-to-date inventory
of your belongings can be an invaluable
resource, particularly for insurance
purposes.
The contents of your home are covered
up to a certain limit by your
homeowner’s policy. If you have a fire
or burglary in your home, your
insurance company will expect you to
have a home inventory on hand. This
accurate record of what you own can be
used to prove your losses and itemize
what needs to be replaced, including
furniture, appliances, jewelry,
electronics and art.
You may think you’ll remember your
possessions; however in the middle of a
traumatic event like a fire or burglary,
you can easily forget what you have.
A home inventory also can usually
ensure a quick settlement of your claim.
As well, it will give you peace of mind
that you do have the appropriate amount
of coverage and raise a red flag for you
if you don’t. Many of us forget how
much it would cost to replace our

possessions. Lastly, a home inventory is
a great place to store receipts and other
documentation.
Creating the inventory
There are a number of ways of creating
a home inventory. At minimum you
should have a written list, which can be
stored on a USB flash drive in case your
computer is stolen or destroyed.
This list should include details on size,
condition and cost (with original
receipts if possible). A video diary is an
even better method; the pictures can be
useful not just to the insurance company
but also to the police in the event of a
theft.
Online inventories available
There also is home inventory software
available online, or your insurance
company may have inventory forms and
preparation guidelines available.
You also may want to invest in a safety
deposit box to store your inventory
offsite. That way, if your home is
destroyed, your records will remain
intact.
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Rotary Minute
Community Service
It’s My Book Day Month… this is
my clubs signature community
service project… we will be
delivering a new book and a library
card to every first grader in the Eden
Prairie School district. The event is
held at the Eden Prairie City Center
on May 10th and all first graders will
be bused in from their school to
have the books read to them by
police officers, Rotarians and
community volunteers… It’s a great
event that my club sponsors and
funds with our great Rib Fest event
on June 10 out at Staring Lake Park
in Eden Prairie.
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